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Quartet-in-Residence 
Shanghai Quartet 
with Yiwen Lu, erhu 
Dr. Susan A. Cole, President
Daniel Gurskis, Dean, College of the Arts
Jedediah Wheeler, Executive Director, Arts & Cultural Programming 
Quartet-in-Residence  








String Quartet No.1 in E-flat Major, Op.12 .......... Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847)
 I. Adagio non troppo – Allegro non tardante
 II. Canzonetta: Allegretto in G minor
 III. Andante espressivo
 IV. Molto allegro e vivace
Little Cabbage, for String Quartet and Erhu .......................Wen Deqing (b. 1958)
Chinese Folk Songs for String Quartet and Erhu ....................... arr. Yi-Wen Jiang
	 “Reflection	of	the	Moon	in	Ee-Qian	Fountain” ................... Yanjun Hua (1893–1950) 
  .......................................................................................... Zuqiang Wu (b. 1927)
	 “Yao	Dance” .......................................................................... Yuan Mao (b. 1926) 
 Tieshan Liu (b. 1963)
~~Intermission~~
“Agony” Liu Tianhua (1895–1932)
“Bird Calls in the Mountain Valley” Liu
Erhu Capriccio No. 5, for String Quartet and Erhu George Gao (b. 1967)
Fiddle Suite for String Quartet and Erhu Chen Yi (b. 1953)
 I. Singing 
 II. Reciting 
 III. Dancing
Duration: 90 minutes, including one 15-minute intermission.
In consideration of both audiences and performers, please turn off all electronic 
devices. The taking of photographs or videos and the use of recording equipment 




Renowned for its passionate musicality, impressive technique, and multicultural  
innovations,	the	Shanghai	Quartet	has	become	one	of	the	world’s	foremost	 
chamber ensembles. Its elegant style melds Eastern music with Western repertoire, 
traversing musical genres from folk music to great masterpieces to cutting-edge 
contemporary works. 
Formed	in	1983,	the	Quartet	regularly	tours	the	major	music	centers	of	Europe,	
North America, and Asia, from the international music festivals of Seoul and  





leading chamber music festivals, including the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival  
and Maverick Concerts.
The	Quartet	has	a	history	of	championing	new	music.	Its	30th-anniversary	season	
brought new works from David Del Tredici, Carl Vine, Jeajoon Ryu, Lei Liang, and 
Robert	Aldridge.	Their	25th-anniversary	season	featured	Penderecki’s	String	Quartet	
No. 3: Leaves from an Unwritten Diary	and	Chen	Yi’s	From the Path of Beauty,  
commissioned	with	Chanticleer.	The	Penderecki	premiered	at	the	composer’s	
75th-birthday concert in Poland and was featured again at his 80th-birthday  
celebration in 2013. From the Path of Beauty premiered in San Francisco, followed 
by performances at Tanglewood, Ravinia, Beijing, and Shanghai. Other recent  
premieres include works by Bright Sheng, Zhou Long, Du Yun, Zhao Lin, and  
William Bolcom.
The	Shanghai	Quartet	has	an	extensive	discography	of	more	than	30	recordings,	 
including Chinasong, a collection of Chinese folk songs arranged by Yi-Wen Jiang. 
The	complete	Beethoven	String	Quartets	can	be	heard	on	Camerata,	released	in	
2009.	Media	projects	range	from	an	on-screen	appearance	in	Woody	Allen’s	 
Melinda and Melinda	to	PBS	television’s	Great Performances. Weigang Li appeared 
in the documentary From Mao to Mozart: Isaac Stern in China, and the family  
of	Nicholas	Tzavaras	was	the	subject	of	the	film	Music of the Heart.	The	Quartet	is	
the	subject	of	a	documentary	film,	Behind the Strings, currently in production.
The	Shanghai	Quartet	is	Quartet-in-Residence	at	the	John	J.	Cali	School	of	Music	 
at Montclair State University, Ensemble-in-Residence with the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra, and visiting guest professors of the Shanghai Conservatory and the  







Lu Yiwen was admitted to university in 2009 and studied under Chen Chunyuan, 
after	which	she	began	to	study	for	a	master’s	degree	in	2013.	During	her	study,	 
Lu Yiwen began working with the master Min Huifen.
Lu Yiwen won the New Top Performers in China Award in 2014, and Excellent  
New Artist Performance Prize in the 32nd annual Shanghai Spring International  
Arts Festival in 2015. She was invited to visit Egypt with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
in 2016 to participate in the opening ceremony performance in Sino-Egypt Culture 
Year 2016, a conference encouraging dialogue between the two civilizations.  
Lu Yiwen has delighted audiences around the world with her excellent musicianship 
and performances, performing as a soloist with the internationally acclaimed Taipei 
Chinese Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Taiwan Guangyi Symphony  
Orchestra,	Qingdao	Symphony	Orchestra,	Shanghai	Chinese	Orchestra,	Liège	Royal	
Philharmonic Orchestra, Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra, Israel Modern  
Orchestra, Jiangsu Chinese Orchestra, and Jilin Chinese Orchestra, among others. 
Lu Yiwen has also performed in exchanges in Germany, Switzerland, Austria,  
Belgium, Israel, Japan, Egypt, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, all to great acclaim.  
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The Office of Arts & Cultural Programming (ACP) enhances the cultural, creative, 
and academic life of the Montclair State campus and the broader community. Its 
signature program, Peak Performances, features innovative works by international 




cultural, and social contexts of the performances presented.
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To view our complete season and for more information, visit peakperfs.org.
